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Reading an IGETC Report in ASSIST 
 
The IGETC report is one of the most commonly viewed reports in ASSIST, but because 
there's a great deal of information in the IGETC report, it can sometimes be a little 
difficult to read. This article steps you through the elements of the IGETC report. 
 
While this article concentrates on the IGETC report, the same concepts apply to the 
CSU GE-Breadth Certification report. 
 
You can choose to see a college's IGETC list sorted either by department or by IGETC 
area. You can easily see which report is displayed by looking at the heading 
information. 
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The By Department report groups courses by the college's departments. 
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The area or areas that are approved for each course are listed in the Area column. 
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A report by area lists all of the courses approved for a particular area or sub-area 
(discipline). It also shows any additional areas for which a course may be approved. In 
this example you see that ANTH 216 is approved for areas 4A, 4D, and 4J.  
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The Date Approved and Date Removed are probably the most easily confused 
elements of the IGETC report. They're listed in the far right-hand columns of the report.  
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Most reports in ASSIST are for a single academic year. The list of UC Transferable 
Courses, for example, is limited to a single year. The IGETC report and the CSU GE-
Breadth report, though, are historical reports. That means that a current year's report 
includes data for all prior years. That makes the reports convenient to use because you 
don't have to look at several reports. It also can make the reports a little confusing at 
times. Make sure to look at the Date Approved and Date Removed columns carefully. 
 
In this example, BIOL 145 was approved beginning in the fall 1994 term. Students who 
took the courses in fall '94 or later receive credit in area 5B. 
 
BIOL 151 is an example with a removal date. The Date Removed column shows the 
first term that a course was not approved for IGETC. In this example, a student who 
took BIOL 151 in the fall 1994 term would not receive credit in area 5B. 
 
In ASSIST:  F=fall  W=winter  S=spring  SU=summer. 
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Because ASSIST keeps track of how courses change, the historical reports also allow 
you to see how a course may have changed over time. In this example, BIOL 108 
changed to BIOL 124 beginning in the fall 2000 term. The report notes that BIOL 124 
previously had a different course number. It also shows the approval of both versions of 
the course. 
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Another feature of the ASSIST database is the ability to track cross-listed courses. In 
this example, ANTH 216 is cross listed with SOC 216, and that's shown with a "Same 
as" comment. 
 

 
 
 
In addition to comments, some courses have footnotes. Footnote symbols are shown to 
the left of the course. Multiple footnote symbols for the same course are listed vertically. 
 
There are two footnotes you will see on an IGETC report. One states that students can't 
receive credit in two areas for courses qualified in two areas, except in the case of 
courses in Languages Other Than English. The other footnote indicates that there is a 
transfer credit limitation that applies to the course. The transfer credit limitation footnote 
is important because students may not receive credit if courses are taken out of 
sequence; they may receive credit for only one course if the content of two courses is 
too similar. To see the details about a credit limitation, you need to look at the UC 
Transfer Course Agreement for the specifics of the limitation. 
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IGETC requires that at least one of the two courses in area 5 include a laboratory 
component. Courses with lab components are indicated with boldfaced type. 
 

 
 
 
The Oral Communication requirement only applies to students who are transferring to a 
CSU campus. 
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The Language Other Than English requirement only applies to students who are 
transferring to a UC campus. 
 

 
 
 
If you have other questions about how to read an IGETC report, or any report in 
ASSIST, feel free to email me at: dale@assist.org. 
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